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Dexter Yates loves his fun, carefree London life; he has money, looks, and girlfriends galore. But

everything changes overnight when his sister dies, leaving him in charge of her eight-month-old

daughter Delphi. How is he ever going to cope? Comic-strip artist Molly Hayes lives in the beautiful

Cotswold village of Briarwood. When it comes to relationships, she has a history of choosing all the

wrong men. Leaving the city behind, Dex moves to Briarwood - a much better place to work on his

parenting skills - and he and Molly become neighbors. There's an undeniable connection between

them. But if Dexter's going to adapt, he first has a lot to learn about Molly, about other people's

secrets...and about himself.
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Meet Molly Hayes who lives in the dreamy village of Briarwood in the Cotswolds. She works drawing

a cartoon strip for a paper and helps out at her friend's cafÃ© in the Village. Her love life is

something of a shambles and she always making the wrong decisions. Meanwhile Dexter Yates is a

handsome bachelor who is living the party lifestyle in London. Surrounded by women who fall at his

feet and partying with his friends his life is just as it should be. Overnight, Dexter's life changes

when his sister dies tragically in an accident. When he discovers that his sister has left him as the

sole guardian of her 8 month old daughter Delphi he has no idea where to start.It took me a mere

three chapters to fall in love with the calm but bad decision maker Molly. Easy to like, she is the sort

of girl that you instantly warm to. I also loved the village she lived in and the characters that made it

up. Dexter was also an easy to love character which makes a book so much more enjoyable. One



of the more interesting themes to the book was the childcare aspect of it. A young, free and single

man attempting to look after a young child, is both sad and at time hilarious. Jill Mansell has a way

with words which is why she is still writing such successful books 20 years on. The writing flows

easily and you are drawn into the story and see both characters progress. There are certainly some

serious moments in the book, but along side that is balanced nicely with some characters that are

so colourful they made me chuckle to see what they get up to. In addition to Molly and Dexter, the

reader meets lots of other villagers that are drawn into the story in one way or another.
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